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STORAGE REGION PROVIDING DEVICE,
STORAGE REGION PROVIDING METHOD,
AND RECORDING MEDIUM

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from Japanese patent application No. 2010-223339,
filed on Oct. 1, 2010, the disclosure of which is incorporated
herein in its entirety by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a storage region providing
device configured to provide a physical region that is a physi-
cal storage region of a storage device as a logical region that,
is a virtual storage region.

BACKGROUND ART

A storage region providing device configured to provide a
physical region that is a physical storage region of a storage
device as a logical region that is a virtual storage region is
known. As one of storage region providing devices of this
type, a storage region providing device described in Patent
Document 1 accepts a writing request. The writing request
includes data and partial logical region specification informa-
tion for specifying a partial logical region that is part of a
logical region.

In a case that part of the physical region is not allocated yet
to the partial logical region specified by the partial logical
region specification information included in the writing
request, the storage region providing device allocates part of
the physical region (a partial physical region) to the partial
logical region. Then, the storage region providing device
stores the data into the partial physical region allocated to the
partial logical region.

Thus, the storage region providing device allocates a par-
tial physical region to a partial logical region (i.e., secures a
physical region for a partial logical region) for the first time at
a moment of actually storing (writing) data. Consequently, it
is possible to prevent wasteful securing of a physical region
that is not used actually. This function is called a thin provi-
sioning (or a virtual provisioning) function.

[Patent Document 1] Japanese Unexamined Patent Applica-

tion Publication No. JP-A 2010-86420

Every time accepting a writing request, the storage region
providing device searches for a region that is not used (not
allocated to any logical region) (an unallocated region) in the
physical region, for example, from the beginning of the physi-
cal region, and allocates an unallocated region that is
searched for at first to a partial logical region specified by the
writing request.

A case in which partial logical regions composed of partial
logical regions specified by partial logical region specifica-
tion information included in a plurality of writing requests,
respectively, are continuously located in the logical region
(e.g., a case in which data configuring one file are stored by a
plurality of writing requests) will be assumed. In this case,
according to the storage region providing device described
above, a state in which partial physical regions allocated to
the partial logical regions are separately located in the physi-
cal region will be caused.

Thus, there is a fear that the speed of accessing the data
stored in the storage device (e.g., retrieving the data config-
uring the file, changing the data configuring the file) exces-
sively decreases.
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2
SUMMARY

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a storage region providing device capable of solving the
aforementioned problem, “the speed of accessing data stored
in a storage device excessively decreases.”

In order to achieve the object, a storage region providing
device of an embodiment of the present invention is a device
configured to provide a physical region that is a physical
storage region of a storage device as a logical region that is a
virtual storage region.

Moreover, this storage region providing device is equipped
with:

a writing request acceptance unit configured to accept a
writing request including data and partial logical region
specification information for specifying a partial logical
region that is part of the logical region;

an allocation determination unit configured to determine
whether part of the physical region is already allocated to the
partial logical region specified by the partial logical region
specification information included in the accepted writing
request;

an initial allocation unit configured to, in a case that part of
the physical region is not yet allocated to the partial logical
region specified by the partial logical region specification
information included in the accepted writing request, allocate
at least part of an initial allocation region of the physical
region to the partial logical region;

a data writing unit configured to store the data included in
the accepted writing request into a partial physical region that
is part of the physical region and is allocated to the partial
logical region specified by the partial logical region specifi-
cation information included in the writing request; and

a reallocation unit configured to move data stored in the
partial physical region included in the initial allocation region
to a movement destination region that is at least part of a
reallocation region that is other than the initial allocation
region of the physical region, and reallocate the movement
destination region to the partial logical region with the partial
physical region allocated.

Further, a storage region providing method of another
embodiment of the present invention is a method for provid-
ing a physical region that is a physical storage region of a
storage device as a logical region that is a virtual storage
region.

Moreover, this storage region providing method is a
method including:

accepting a writing request including data and partial logi-
cal region specification information for specifying a partial
logical region that is part of the logical region;

determining whether part of the physical region is already
allocated to the partial logical region specified by the partial
logical region specification information included in the
accepted writing request;

in a case that part of the physical region is not yet allocated
to the partial logical region specified by the partial logical
region specification information included in the accepted
writing request, allocating at least part of an initial allocation
region of the physical region to the partial logical region;

storing the data included in the accepted writing request
into a partial physical region that is part of the physical region
and is allocated to the partial logical region specified by the
partial logical region specification information included in
the writing request; and

moving data stored in the partial physical region included
in the initial allocation region to a movement destination
region that is at least part of a reallocation region that is other
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than the initial allocation region of the physical region, and
reallocating the movement destination region to the partial
logical region with the partial physical region allocated.

Further, a recording medium of another embodiment of the
present invention is a computer-readable recording medium
that records a storage region providing program comprising
instructions for causing an information processing device to
provide a physical region that is a physical storage region of
a storage device as a logical region that is a virtual storage
region.

Moreover, this storage region providing program is a pro-
gram including instructions for causing the information pro-
cessing device to realize:

a writing request acceptance unit configured to accept a
writing request including data and partial logical region
specification information for specifying a partial logical
region that is part of the logical region;

an allocation determination unit configured to determine
whether part of the physical region is already allocated to the
partial logical region specified by the partial logical region
specification information included in the accepted writing
request;

an initial allocation unit configured to, in a case that part of
the physical region is not yet allocated to the partial logical
region specified by the partial logical region specification
information included in the accepted writing request, allocate
at least part of an initial allocation region of the physical
region to the partial logical region;

a data writing unit configured to store the data included in
the accepted writing request into a partial physical region that
is part of the physical region and is allocated to the partial
logical region specified by the partial logical region specifi-
cation information included in the writing request; and

a reallocation unit configured to move data stored in the
partial physical region included in the initial allocation region
to a movement destination region that is at least part of a
reallocation region that is other than the initial allocation
region of the physical region, and reallocate the movement
destination region to the partial logical region with the partial
physical region allocated.

With the configurations of the present invention described
above, it is possible to prevent excessive decrease of the speed
of accessing data stored in a storage device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a schematic configuration of a
disk array device according to a first exemplary embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 2 1is a block diagram schematically showing a function
of'a controller according to the first exemplary embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is atable which is stored by the controller according
to the first exemplary embodiment of the present invention,
and which relates logical allocation unit identification infor-
mation, start address information, end address information,
and initial allocation information;

FIG. 4 is atable which is stored by the controller according
to the first exemplary embodiment of the present invention,
and which relates physical allocation unit identification infor-
mation, start address information, end address information,
and region identification information;

FIG. 5 is atable which is stored by the controller according
to the first exemplary embodiment of the present invention,
and which relates physical allocation unit identification infor-
mation, initial allocation region information, and a physical
allocation unit size;
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FIG. 6 is a table which is stored by the controller according
to the first exemplary embodiment of the present invention,
and which relates logical allocation unit identification infor-
mation and physical allocation unit identification informa-
tion;

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing a writing process program
executed by the controller according to the first exemplary
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a flowchart showing a retrieval process program
executed by the controller according to the first exemplary
embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 9is ablock diagram schematically showing a function
of a storage region providing device according to a second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENT

Below, respective exemplary embodiments of a storage
region providing device, a storage region providing method
and a recording medium according to the present invention
will be described with reference to FIGS. 110 9.

First Exemplary Embodiment

(Configuration)

As shown in FIG. 1, a disk array device 1 according to a
first exemplary embodiment is equipped with an input/output
control device 10 and a disk enclosure 20. In this embodi-
ment, the disk array device 1 has a thin provisioning (or
virtual provisioning) function.

The input/output control device 10 is equipped with a
plurality of (in this embodiment, two) host adapters 11a and
115, a plurality of (in this embodiment, two) disk adapters
124 and 1254, and a controller 13.

The host adapter 11a is connected to a host device 2a and
the controller 13. The host adapter 11a relays information
(e.g., a writing request, a retrieval request and retrieval data,
which will be described later) transmitted between the host
device 2a and the controller 13 (transfers the information).
Likewise, the host adapter 115 is connected to a host device
2b and the controller 13. The host adapter 115 relays infor-
mation transmitted between the host device 24 and the con-
troller 13.

The disk adapter 12a is connected to the disk enclosure 20
and the controller 13. The disk adapter 12a relays information
(e.g., a writing request, a retrieval request and retrieval data,
which will be described later) transmitted between the disk
enclosure 20 and the controller 13. Likewise, the disk adapter
125 is connected to the disk enclosure 20 and the controller
13. The disk adapter 1256 relays information transmitted
between the disk enclosure 20 and the controller 13.

The controller 13 is equipped with a central processing unit
(CPU) and a memory, which are not shown in the drawings.
The controller 13 is configured to realize a function described
later by execution of a program stored in the memory by the
CPU.

The disk enclosure 20 is equipped with a plurality of stor-
age devices 21a, 215, etc. In this embodiment, the respective
storage devices 21a, 215, etc., are hard disk drives (HDD).
The respective storage devices 21a, 215, etc., may be solid
state drives (or solid state disks; SSD).

The input/output control device 10 configures a storage
region providing device providing a physical region that is a
physical storage region of each of the plurality of storage
devices 21a, 215, etc., included by the disk enclosure 20, as a
logical region that is a virtual storage region.
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The host device 2qa is an information processing device.
The host device 2a outputs a writing request and a retrieval
request.

A writing request is information including data (writing
data) and partial logical region specification information for
specifying a partial logical region that is part of the logical
region. The writing request is information of a request to write
(store) the writing data into a partial physical region related to
the partial logical region specified by the partial logical region
specification information.

A retrieval request is information including partial logical
region specification information for specitying a partial logi-
cal region that is part of the logical region. The retrieval
request is information of a request to retrieve data (retrieval
data) stored in a partial physical region related to the partial
logical region specified by the partial logical region specifi-
cation information.

In this embodiment, the retrieval request is a continuous
retrieval request or a discontinuous retrieval request.

The continuous retrieval request includes partial logical
region specification information for specitying a partial logi-
cal region thatis a continuous region in the logical region. The
discontinuous retrieval request includes partial logical region
specification information for specifying a partial logical
region that is a disorder (random) region in the logical region.
(Function)

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a function of the con-
troller 13 configured as described above.

The function of the controller 13 includes a writing request
acceptance part (a writing request acceptance means) 31, a
retrieval request acceptance part (a retrieval request accep-
tance means) 32, a map information storage part (an initial
allocation information storage means) 33, an allocation infor-
mation storage part (an allocation information storage means)
34, an allocation determination part (an allocation determi-
nation means) 35, an initial allocation part (an initial alloca-
tion means) 36, a data writing part (a data writing means) 37,
a reallocation part (a reallocation means) 38, and a data
retrieval part (a data retrieval means) 39.

The writing request acceptance part 31 accepts a writing
request from the host device 24, 25 via the host adaptor 11a,
115.

The retrieval request acceptance part 32 accepts a retrieval
request from the host device 24, 25 via the host adaptor 11a,
115.

In this embodiment, the logical region is configured by a
plurality of logical allocation units. Each of the logical allo-
cation units has a preset size. In this embodiment, a partial
logical region specified by partial logical region specification
information included in a writing request is composed of at
least one logical allocation unit.

Further, the physical region is configured by a plurality of
physical allocation units. Moreover, in the physical region, a
plurality of partial regions are preset. The plurality of partial
regions include physical allocation units of different sizes,
respectively.

In this embodiment, a partial region in which the size of the
physical allocation unit is the smallest configures an initial
allocation region. Moreover, each of partial regions other than
the initial allocation region configures a reallocation partial
region. The partial regions other than the initial allocation
region (i.e., a plurality of reallocation partial regions) config-
ure a reallocation region. In other words, it is possible to say
that the reallocation region includes a plurality of reallocation
partial regions including physical allocation units of different
sizes, respectively. Moreover, it is also possible to say that the
size of the physical allocation units configuring the initial
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6

allocation region is equal to or less than the size of the physi-
cal allocation units configuring the reallocation region.

To be specific, as shown in FIG. 3, the map information
storage part 33 stores logical allocation unit identification
information, start address information, end address informa-
tion and initial allocation information in a related manner.

Logical allocation unit identification information is infor-
mation for identifying a logical allocation unit. Start address
information is information representing a position (an
address) at which the logical allocation unit starts in the
logical region. End address information is information repre-
senting a position at which the logical allocation unit ends in
the logical region. Initial allocation information is informa-
tion representing whether a physical allocation unit allocated
to the logical allocation unit is included in the initial alloca-
tion region.

Furthermore, as shown in FIG. 4, the map information
storage part 33 stores physical allocation unit identification
information, start address information, end address informa-
tion, and end identification information in a related manner.

Physical allocation unit identification information is infor-
mation for identifying a physical allocation unit. Start address
information is information representing a position (an
address) at which the physical allocation unit starts in the
physical region. End address information is information rep-
resenting a position at which the physical allocation unit ends
in the physical region. Region identification information is
information for identifying a partial region including the
physical allocation unit (the initial allocation region, or the
reallocation partial region).

In addition, as shown in FIG. 5, the map information stor-
age part 33 stores the region identification information, initial
allocation region information and a physical allocation unit
size in a related manner.

Initial allocation region information is information repre-
senting whether the partial region identified by the region
identification information is the initial allocation region. A
physical allocation unit size is information representing the
size of the physical allocation unit included in the partial
region identified by the region identification information.

As shown in FIG. 6, the allocation information storage part
34 stores the logical allocation unit identification information
and the physical allocation unit identification information in
a related manner. In this embodiment, storing the physical
allocation unit identification information so as to be related to
the logical allocation unit identification information by the
allocation information storage part 34 corresponds to alloca-
tion of the physical allocation unit identified by the physical
allocation unit identification information to the logical allo-
cation unit identified by the logical allocation unit identifica-
tion information.

In other words, it is possible to say that the input/output
control device 10 allocates part of the physical region to part
of'the logical region by allocating the physical allocation unit
to the logical allocation unit.

The allocation determination part 35 determines whether
part of the physical region is already allocated to a partial
logical region specified by partial logical region specification
information included in a writing request accepted by the
writing request acceptance part 31.

To be specific, in a case that physical allocation unit iden-
tification information is stored in the allocation information
storage part 34 so as to be related to logical allocation unit
identification information for identifying a logical allocation
unit configuring a partial logical region, the allocation deter-
mination part 35 determines that part of the physical region is
already allocated to the partial logical region. On the other
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hand, in a case that physical allocation unit identification
information is not stored in the allocation information storage
part 34 so as to be related to logical allocation unit identifi-
cation information for identifying a logical allocation unit
configuring a partial logical region, the allocation determina-
tion part 35 determines that part of the physical region is not
allocated to the partial logical region yet.

In a case that it is determined by the allocation determina-
tion part 35 that part of the physical region is not allocated to
a partial logical region specified by partial logical region
specification information included in a writing request
accepted by the writing request acceptance part 31 yet, the
initial allocation part 36 allocates at least part of the initial
allocation region in the physical region to the partial logical
region.

To be specific, the initial allocation part 36 specifies a
physical allocation unit included in the initial allocation
region among physical allocation units that are not allocated
to any logical allocation units, based on the information
stored in the map information storage part 33 and the alloca-
tion information storage part 34.

Then, the initial allocation part 36 allocates the specified
physical allocation unit to the partial logical region specified
by the partial logical region specification information
included in the writing request. That is to say, the initial
allocation part 36 stores physical allocation unit identification
information for identifying the specified physical allocation
unit and logical allocation unit identification information for
identifying a logical allocation unit configuring the partial
logical region, into the allocation information storage part 34.

The data writing part 37 executes a process for storing data
included in a writing request accepted by the writing request
acceptance part into a partial physical region thatis part of the
physical region allocated to a partial logical region specified
by partial logical region specification information included in
the writing request.

To be specific, the data writing part 37 specifies a physical
allocation unit allocated to a logical allocation unit configur-
ing the partial logical region specified by the partial logical
region specification information included in the writing
request, based on the information stored in the map informa-
tion storage part 33 and the allocation information storage
part 34. Then, the data writing part 37 transmits a writing
instruction of instructing to store the data included in the
writing request into the specified physical allocation unit, to
the disk enclosure 20 via the disk adapter 124, 124.

The reallocation part 38 moves data stored in a partial
physical region included in the initial allocation region (i.e., a
region composed of a physical allocation unit configuring the
initial allocation region) to a movement destination region
that is at least part of a reallocation region (i.e., a region
composed of a physical allocation unit configuring the real-
location region), and reallocates the movement destination
region to a partial logical region to which the partial physical
region is allocated.

To be specific, the reallocation part 38 determines whether
a partial physical region allocated to a partial logical region
specified by partial logical region specification information
included in a retrieval request accepted by the retrieval
request acceptance part 32 is included in the initial allocation
region.

In this embodiment, in a case that initial allocation infor-
mation representing that a physical allocation unit allocated
to a logical allocation unit configuring a partial logical region
is included in the initial allocation region is stored in the map
information storage part 33 so as to be related to logical
allocation unit identification information for identifying the
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logical allocation unit, the reallocation part 38 determines
that a partial physical region allocated to the partial logical
region is included in the initial allocation region.

Then, in the case of determining that the partial physical
region allocated to the partial logical region specified by the
partial logical region specification information included in
the retrieval request is included in the initial allocation region,
the reallocation part 38 acquires the size of the partial logical
region. Next, the reallocation part 38 selects one of the plu-
rality of reallocation partial regions based on the acquired size
of the partial logical region. In this embodiment, the reallo-
cation part 38 selects one of the plurality of reallocation
partial regions based on a preset relation between the size of
a partial logical region and the size of a physical allocation
unit and based on the size of the acquired partial logical
region.

Then, the reallocation part 38 specifies a partial physical
region composed of a physical allocation unit included in the
selected reallocation partial region among the physical allo-
cation units that are not allocated to any logical allocation
units, as a movement destination region. At this moment, the
reallocation part 38 determines (specifies) a movement des-
tination region so that the movement destination region is
continuous located over the acquired size of the partial logical
region.

Next, the reallocation part 38 moves data stored in the
partial physical region allocated to the partial logical region
specified by the partial logical region specification informa-
tion included in the retrieval request, to the determined move-
ment destination region (i.e., a region composed of a physical
allocation unit configuring the reallocation region). To be
specific, the reallocation part 38 transmits a movement
instruction of instructing to move the data to the determined
movement destination region, to the disk enclosure 20 via the
disk adapter 124, 125.

Furthermore, the reallocation part 38 reallocates the move-
ment destination region to the partial logical region. To be
specific, the reallocation part 38 deletes logical allocation unit
identification information for identifying a logical allocation
unit configuring the partial logical region and physical allo-
cation unit identification information stored so as to be related
to the logical allocation unit identification information, from
the allocation information storage part 34. In addition, the
reallocation part 38 stores physical allocation unit identifica-
tion information for identifying a physical allocation unit
configuring the movement destination region and logical allo-
cation unit identification information for identifying a logical
allocation unit configuring the partial logical region, into the
allocation information storage part 34.

The data retrieval part 39 retrieves data stored in a partial
physical region that is part of the physical region and is
allocated to a partial logical region specified by partial logical
region specification information included by a retrieval
request accepted by the retrieval request acceptance part 32.

To be specific, the data retrieval part 39 specifies a physical
allocation unit allocated to a logical allocation unit configur-
ing the partial logical region specified by the partial logical
region specification information included in the retrieval
request, based on the information stored by the map informa-
tion storage part 33 and the allocation information storage
part 34. Then, the data retrieval part 39 transmits a retrieval
instruction of instructing to retrieve data stored in the speci-
fied physical allocation unit, to the disk enclosure 20 via the
disk adapter 124, 125.

(Operation)

Next, an operation of the disk array device 1 described

above will be explained.



US 9,058,113 B2

9

The CPU of the controller 13 executes a writing process
program shown by a flowchart in FIG. 7.

To be specific, upon starting the writing process program,
the controller 13 stands by until accepting a writing request
(step S101). When the controller 13 accepts a writing request
from the host device 2a, 25 via the host adapter 114, 115, the
controller 13 proceeds to step S102 and specifies a logical
allocation unit configuring a partial logical region specified
by partial logical region specification information included in
the writing request.

Next, the controller 13 determines whether a physical allo-
cation unit is already allocated to the specified logical allo-
cation unit (step S103).

In a case that a physical allocation unit is already allocated
to the logical allocation unit, the controller 13 determines
“Yes’ and proceeds to step S105.

On the other hand, in a case that a physical allocation unit
is not allocated to the logical allocation unit yet, the controller
13 determines ‘No’ and proceeds to step S104. Then, the
controller 13 specifies a physical allocation unit included in
the initial allocation region among physical allocation units
that are not allocated to any logical allocation units, and
allocates the specified physical allocation unit to the above-
mentioned logical allocation unit (step S104).

Next, at step S105, the controller 13 transmits a writing
instruction of instructing to store data included in the writing
request into the physical allocation unit allocated to the
abovementioned logical allocation unit, to the disk enclosure
20 via the disk adapter 124, 125.

Consequently, the disk enclosure 20 receives the writing
instruction from the controller 13. Then, the disk enclosure 20
stores the data into the storage device 21a, 215, etc., in accor-
dance with the received writing instruction.

Afterthat, the controller 13 returns to step S101 and repeat-
edly executes the process from step S101 to step S105.

Further, the CPU of the controller 13 executes a retrieval
process program shown by a flowchart in FIG. 8.

To be specific, upon starting a process of the retrieval
process program, the controller 13 stands by until accepting a
retrieval request (step S201). When the controller 13 accepts
a retrieval request from the host device 2a, 2b via the host
adapter 114, 115, the controller 13 proceeds to step S202 and
specifies a logical allocation unit configuring a partial logical
region specified by partial logical region specification infor-
mation included in the retrieval request.

Next, the controller 13 determines whether the retrieval
request is a continuous retrieval request (step S203).

In a case that the retrieval request is not a continuous
retrieval request, the controller 13 determines ‘No’ and pro-
ceeds to step S211.

On the other hand, in a case that the retrieval request is a
continuous retrieval request, the controller 13 determines
‘Yes” and proceeds to step S204. Then, the controller 13
specifies a physical allocation unit allocated to the abovemen-
tioned logical allocation unit.

Next, the controller 13 determines whether a partial physi-
cal region composed of the specified physical allocation unit
is included in the initial allocation region (step S205).

In a case that the abovementioned partial physical region is
not included in the initial allocation region, the controller 13
determines ‘No’ and proceeds to step S211.

On the other hand, in a case that the abovementioned partial
physical region is included in the initial allocation region, the
controller 13 determines ‘Yes” and proceeds to step S206.
Then, the controller 13 acquires the size of the abovemen-
tioned partial logical region. Next, the controller 13 selects

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

one ofthe plurality of reallocation partial regions based on the
acquired size of the partial logical region (step S207).

Then, the controller 13 determines a partial physical region
composed of a physical allocation unit included in the
selected reallocation partial region among physical allocation
units that are not allocated to any logical allocation units, as a
movement destination region (step S208). At this moment,
the controller 13 determines (specifies) a movement destina-
tion region so that the movement destination region is con-
tinuous over the acquired size of the partial logical region.

Next, the controller 13 transmits a movement instruction of
instructing to move data stored in the partial physical region
allocated to the partial logical region specified by the partial
logical region specification information included in the
retrieval request to the determined movement destination
region, to the disk enclosure 20 via the disk adapter 12a, 125
(step S209).

Consequently, the disk enclosure 20 receives the move-
ment instruction from the controller 13. Then, the disk enclo-
sure 20 moves data stored in the storage device 21a, 215, etc.,
in accordance with the received movement instruction.

After that, at step S210, the controller 13 reallocates the
determined movement destination region to the partial logical
region specified by the partial logical region specification
information included in the retrieval request (executes real-
location).

Then, the controller 13 transmits a retrieval instruction of
instructing to retrieve the data stored in the physical alloca-
tion unit allocated to the logical allocation unit specified at
step S202, to the disk enclosure 20 via the disk adapter 124,
125 (step S211).

Consequently, the disk enclosure 20 receives the retrieval
instruction from the controller 13. Then, the disk enclosure 20
retrieves data stored in the storage device 21a, 215, etc., in
accordance with the received retrieval instruction. Next, the
disk enclosure 20 transmits the retrieved data (retrieval data)
to the input/output control device 10.

The input/output control device 10 receives the retrieval
data from the disk enclosure 20, and transmits the received
retrieval data to the host device 2a, 254.

After that, the controller 13 returns to step S201, and
repeatedly executes the process from step S201 to step S211.

As described above, the input/output control device 10 (the
storage region providing device) according to the first exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention allocates at least
part of the initial allocation region to a partial logical region
specified by a writing request. After that, the input/output
control device 10 moves data stored in at least part of the
initial allocation region to at least part of the reallocation
region. Therefore, according to the input/output control
device 10, a state in which the amount of data stored in the
initial allocation region is relatively small is maintained.

A case in which partial logical regions composed of partial
logical regions specified by partial logical region specifica-
tion information included in a plurality of writing requests,
respectively, are continuously located in the logical region
(e.g., a case in which data configuring one file are stored by a
plurality of writing requests) will be assumed. In this case,
according to the input/output control device 10, it is possible
to increase a possibility that partial physical regions that are
continuously located in the physical region can be allocated to
partial logical regions that are continuously located in the
logical region.

Further, when stored data is retrieved, the input/output
control device 10 acquires the size of data that should be
continuously located. Moreover, when moving data stored in
the storage device 21a, 215, etc., from the initial allocation
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region to the reallocation region, the input/output control
device 10 determines a movement destination region based
on the size acquired as the size of the data that should be
continuously located. Consequently, it is possible to increase
a possibility that the data can be stored into a continuous
partial physical region.

Thus, according to the configuration described above, it is
possible to decrease a possibility that a partial physical region
allocated to a partial logical region continuous in the logical
region is separately located in the physical region. As a result,
it is possible to prevent excessive decrease of the speed of
accessing data stored in the storage device 21a, 215, etc. (e.g.,
retrieving the data, changing the data).

Furthermore, in the input/output control device 10 accord-
ing to the first exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the size of a physical allocation unit configuring the
initial allocation region is equal to or less than the size of a
physical allocation unit configuring the reallocation region.

There is a case that part of a plurality of addresses config-
uring a physical allocation unit allocated to a logical alloca-
tion unit does not store data (i.e., is not used) actually. There-
fore, as the size of the physical allocation unit becomes larger,
a possibility that the number of the unused addresses becomes
too large (i.e., a wastefully allocated physical region becomes
too large) increases.

By configuring the input/output control device 10 as
described above, it is possible to prevent a wastefully allo-
cated physical region from becoming too large in the initial
allocation region. As a result, it is possible to make a physical
region that can be newly allocated in the initial allocation
region large enough.

In addition, the input/output control device 10 according to
the first exemplary embodiment of the present invention
selects one of a plurality of reallocation partial regions includ-
ing physical allocation units of different sizes, respectively,
based on the size of a partial logical region specified by partial
logical region specification information included in an
accepted retrieval request. Moreover, the input/output control
device 10 reallocates at least part of the selected reallocation
partial region to the partial logical region.

According to this, it is possible to access data stored in the
storage device 21a, 215, etc., at high speeds, and it is also
possible to prevent a physical region wastefully allocated to a
partial logical region from becoming too large.

Furthermore, the input/output control device 10 according
to the first exemplary embodiment of the present invention
determines whether a partial physical region allocated to a
partial logical region is included in an initial allocation
region, based on initial allocation information stored so as to
berelated to logical allocation unit identification information.

According to this, it is possible to quickly determine
whether a partial physical region allocated to a partial logical
region is included in the initial allocation region.

In the disk array device 1 according to a modified example
of'the first exemplary embodiment of the present invention, a
random retrieval speed, which is a speed of retrieving data
from a plurality of partial regions located at random, may vary
with the plurality of storage devices 21a, 214, etc. In other
words, it is possible to say that, in the disk array device 1, the
physical region is configured by storage regions of the plu-
rality of storage devices 21a, 215, etc., having different ran-
dom retrieval speeds.

In this case, it is preferred that the initial allocation region
is configured by the storage region of the storage device 21a,
21b, etc., having the highest random retrieval speed. The
random retrieval speed of an SSD (Solid State Drive) is higher
than that of an HDD (Hard Disk Drive). Therefore, for
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example, it is preferred that the initial allocation region is
configured by a storage region of an SSD and the reallocation
region is configured by a storage region of an HDD.

According to this, even if a partial physical region allocated
to a partial logical region is discontinuously located in the
initial allocation region, it is possible to quickly access data
stored in the partial physical region.

Second Exemplary Embodiment

Next, a storage region providing device according to a
second exemplary embodiment of the present invention will
be described with reference to FIG. 9.

A storage region providing device 100 according to the
second exemplary embodiment is a device configured to pro-
vide a physical region that is a physical storage region of a
storage device as a logical region that is a virtual storage
region.

Further, this storage region providing device 100 is
equipped with:

a writing request acceptance part (a writing request accep-
tance means) 101 configured to accept a writing request
including data and partial logical region specification infor-
mation for specifying a partial logical region that is part of the
logical region;

an allocation determination part (an allocation determina-
tion means) 102 configured to determine whether part of the
physical region is already allocated to the partial logical
region specified by the partial logical region specification
information included in the accepted writing request;

an initial allocation part (an initial allocation means) 103
configured to, in a case that part of the physical region is not
yet allocated to the partial logical region specified by the
partial logical region specification information included in
the accepted writing request, allocate at least part of an initial
allocation region of the physical region to the partial logical
region;

a data writing part (a data writing means) 104 configured to
store the data included in the accepted writing request into a
partial physical region that is part of the physical region and
is allocated to the partial logical region specified by the partial
logical region specification information included in the writ-
ing request; and

areallocation part (a reallocation means) 105 configured to
move data stored in the partial physical region included in the
initial allocation region to a movement destination region that
is at least part of a reallocation region that is other than the
initial allocation region of the physical region, and reallocate
the movement destination region to the partial logical region
with the partial physical region allocated.

Thus, the storage region providing device 100 allocates at
least part of an initial allocation region to a partial logical
region specified by a writing request. After that, the storage
region providing device 100 moves data stored in at least the
part of the initial allocation region to at least part of a reallo-
cation region. Therefore, according to the storage region pro-
viding device 100, a state in which the amount of the data
stored in the initial allocation region is relatively small is
maintained.

A case in which partial logical regions composed of partial
logical regions specified by partial logical region specifica-
tion information included in a plurality of writing requests,
respectively, are continuously located in a logical region (e.g.,
a case in which data configuring one file are stored by a
plurality of writing requests) will be assumed. In this case,
according to the storage region providing device 100, it is
possible to increase a possibility that a partial physical region
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continuously located in a physical region can be allocated to
the partial logical region continuously located in the logical
region.

Further, for example, when stored data is retrieved, there is
a case that the size of data that should be continuously located
can be acquired. Therefore, when moving data stored in the
storage device from the initial allocation region to the reallo-
cation region, by determining a movement destination region
based on the size acquired as the size of the data that should be
continuously located, it is possible to increase a possibility
that the data can be stored into a continuously located partial
physical region.

Thus, according to the configuration described above, it is
possible to decrease a possibility that a partial physical region
allocated to a partial logical region continuously located in a
logical region is separately located in a physical region. As a
result, itis possible to prevent excessive decrease of the speed
of'accessing data stored in the storage device (e.g., retrieving
the data, changing the data).

Although the present invention has been described with
reference to the respective exemplary embodiments
described above, the present invention is not limited to the
exemplary embodiments described above. The configuration
and details of the present invention can be altered within the
scope of the present invention in various manners that can be
understood by those skilled in the art.

Inthe respective exemplary embodiments described above,
the respective functions of the controller 13 or the storage
region providing device are realized by execution of a pro-
gram (software) by the CPU, but may be realized by hardware
such as a circuit.

Further, in the respective exemplary embodiments
described above, the program is stored in the storage device,
but may be stored in a computer-readable storage medium.
For example, the storage medium is a portable medium such
as a flexible disk, an optical disk, a magneto-optical disk and
a semiconductor memory.

Further, as another modified example of the exemplary
embodiments described above, any combination of the exem-
plary embodiments and modified examples described above
may be employed.
<Supplementary Notes>

The whole or part of the exemplary embodiments disclosed
above can be described as, but not limited to, the following
supplementary notes.

(Supplementary Note 1)

A storage region providing device configured to provide a
physical region that is a physical storage region of a storage
device as a logical region that is a virtual storage region, the
storage region providing device comprising:

a writing request acceptance unit configured to accept a
writing request including data and partial logical region
specification information for specifying a partial logical
region that is part of the logical region;

an allocation determination unit configured to determine
whether part of the physical region is already allocated to the
partial logical region specified by the partial logical region
specification information included in the accepted writing
request;

an initial allocation unit configured to, in a case that part of
the physical region is not yet allocated to the partial logical
region specified by the partial logical region specification
information included in the accepted writing request, allocate
at least part of an initial allocation region of the physical
region to the partial logical region;

a data writing unit configured to store the data included in
the accepted writing request into a partial physical region that
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is part of the physical region and is allocated to the partial
logical region specified by the partial logical region specifi-
cation information included in the writing request; and

a reallocation unit configured to move data stored in the
partial physical region included in the initial allocation region
to a movement destination region that is at least part of a
reallocation region that is other than the initial allocation
region of the physical region, and reallocate the movement
destination region to the partial logical region with the partial
physical region allocated.

Thus, the storage region providing device allocates at least
part of an initial allocation region to a partial logical region
specified by a writing request. After that, the storage region
providing device moves data stored in at least part of the
initial allocation region to at least part of areallocation region.
Therefore, according to the storage region providing device
described above, a state in which the amount ofthe data stored
in the initial allocation region is relatively small is main-
tained.

A case in which partial logical regions composed of partial
logical regions specified by partial logical region specifica-
tion information included in a plurality of writing requests,
respectively, are continuously located in a logical region (e.g.,
a case in which data configuring one file are stored by a
plurality of writing requests) will be assumed. In this case,
according to the storage region providing device, it is possible
to increase a possibility that partial physical regions continu-
ously located in a physical region can be allocated to the
partial logical regions continuously located in the logical
region.

Further, for example, when the stored data is retrieved,
there is a case that the size of data that should be continuously
located can be acquired. Therefore, at the time of moving the
data stored in the storage device from the initial allocation
region to the reallocation region, by determining a movement
destination region based on the size acquired as the size of the
data that should be continuously located, it is possible to
increase a possibility that the data can be stored into the
continuously located partial physical regions.

Thus, according to the configuration described above, it is
possible to decrease a possibility that the partial physical
regions allocated to the partial logical regions continuously
located in the logical region are separately located in the
physical region. As a result, it is possible to prevent excessive
decrease of the speed of accessing the data stored in the
storage device (e.g., retrieving the data, changing the data).
(Supplementary Note 2)

The storage region providing device according to supple-
mentary note 1, comprising a retrieval request acceptance unit
configured to accept a retrieval request including partial logi-
cal region specification information for specifying a partial
logical region that is part of the logical region and is a con-
tinuous region in the logical region,

wherein the reallocation unit is configured to, in a case that
a partial physical region, which is part of the physical region
and allocated to the partial logical region specified by the
partial logical region specification information included in
the accepted retrieval request, is included in the initial allo-
cation region, acquire a size of the partial logical region and
determine the movement destination region so that the move-
ment destination region is continuous over the acquired size.
(Supplementary Note 3)

The storage region providing device according to supple-
mentary note 1 or 2, wherein:

the physical region is composed of a plurality of physical
allocation units;
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the logical region is composed of a plurality of logical
allocation units;

the storage region providing device is configured to allo-
cate part of the physical region to part of the logical region by
allocating the physical allocation unit to the logical allocation
unit; and

a size of the physical allocation unit composing the initial
allocation region is equal to or less than a size of the physical
allocation unit composing the reallocation region.

There is a case in which part of a plurality of addresses
configuring a physical allocation unit allocated to a logical
allocation unit does not store data (i.e., are not used) actually.
Therefore, as the size of the physical allocation unit becomes
larger, a possibility that the number of the unused addresses
becomes excessively large (i.e., a wastefully allocated physi-
cal region becomes excessively large) increases.

Then, by configuring the storage region providing device
as described above, it is possible to prevent a wastefully
allocated physical region from becoming excessively large in
the initial allocation region. As a result, it is possible to make
a physical region that can be newly allocated in the initial
allocation region large enough.

(Supplementary Note 4)

The storage region providing device according to supple-
mentary note 3 wherein:

the reallocation region includes a plurality of reallocation
partial regions each composed of the physical allocation unit,
and a size of the physical allocation unit is different depend-
ing on the reallocation partial regions; and

the reallocation unit is configured to, in a case that the
partial physical region allocated to the partial logical region
specified by the partial logical region specification informa-
tion included in the accepted retrieval request is included in
the initial allocation region, select one of the plurality of
reallocation partial regions based on a size of the partial
logical region, and reallocate at least part of the selected
reallocation partial region to the partial logical region.

According to this, it is possible to access the data stored in
the storage device at high speeds, and it is possible to prevent
a physical region wastefully allocated to the partial logical
region from becoming excessively large.

(Supplementary Note 5)

The storage region providing device according to supple-
mentary note 3 or 4, comprising an allocation information
storage unit configured to store logical allocation unit identi-
fication information for identifying the logical allocation unit
and physical allocation unit identification information for
identifying the physical allocation unit allocated to the logical
allocation unit so as to be related to each other,

wherein the allocation determination unit is configured to,
in a case that the physical allocation unit identification infor-
mation is stored so as to be related to the logical allocation
unit identification information for identifying the logical allo-
cation unit composing the partial logical region, determine
that part of the physical region is already allocated to the
partial logical region.

(Supplementary Note 6)

The storage region providing device according to any of
supplementary notes 3 to 5, comprising an initial allocation
information storage unit configured to store logical allocation
unit identification information for identifying the logical allo-
cation unit and initial allocation information representing
whether the physical allocation unit allocated to the logical
allocation unit is included in the initial allocation region so as
to be related to each other,

wherein the reallocation unit is configured to, in a case that
the initial allocation information representing that the physi-
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cal allocation unit allocated to the logical allocation unit is
included in the initial allocation region is stored so as to be
related to the logical allocation unit identification information
for identifying the logical allocation unit composing the par-
tial logical region, determine that the partial physical region
allocated to the partial logical region is included in the initial
allocation region.

According to this, it is possible to quickly determine
whether a partial physical region allocated to a partial logical
region is included in the initial allocation region.
(Supplementary Note 7)

The storage region providing device according to any of
supplementary notes 1 to 6, wherein:

the physical region is configured by storage regions of a
plurality of storage devices each having a different random
retrieval speed depending on the storage devices, the random
retrieval speed being a speed of retrieval of data from a plu-
rality of partial regions located at random, and

the initial allocation region is configured by a storage
region of the storage device having the highest random
retrieval speed among the plurality of storage devices.

According to this, even if partial physical regions allocated
to partial logical regions are discontinuously located in the
initial allocation region, it is possible to quickly access data
stored in the partial physical regions.

(Supplementary Note 8)

A storage region providing method for providing a physi-
cal region that is a physical storage region of a storage device
as a logical region that is a virtual storage region, the storage
region providing method comprising:

accepting a writing request including data and partial logi-
cal region specification information for specifying a partial
logical region that is part of the logical region;

determining whether part of the physical region is already
allocated to the partial logical region specified by the partial
logical region specification information included in the
accepted writing request;

in a case that part of the physical region is not yet allocated
to the partial logical region specified by the partial logical
region specification information included in the accepted
writing request, allocating at least part of an initial allocation
region of the physical region to the partial logical region;

storing the data included in the accepted writing request
into a partial physical region that is part of the physical region
and is allocated to the partial logical region specified by the
partial logical region specification information included in
the writing request; and

moving data stored in the partial physical region included
in the initial allocation region to a movement destination
region that is at least part of a reallocation region that is other
than the initial allocation region of the physical region, and
reallocating the movement destination region to the partial
logical region with the partial physical region allocated.
(Supplementary Note 9)

The storage region providing method according to supple-
mentary note 8, comprising:

accepting a retrieval request including partial logical
region specification information for specitying a partial logi-
cal region that is part of the logical region and is a continuous
region in the logical region; and

in a case that a partial physical region which is part of the
physical region and allocated to the partial logical region
specified by the partial logical region specification informa-
tion included in the accepted retrieval request, is included in
the initial allocation region, acquiring a size of the partial
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logical region and determining the movement destination
region so that the movement destination region is continuous
over the acquired size.

(Supplementary Note 10)

The storage region providing method according to supple-
mentary note 8 or 9, wherein:

the physical region is composed of a plurality of physical
allocation units;

the logical region is composed of a plurality of logical
allocation units;

the storage region providing method comprises allocating
part of the physical region to part of the logical region by
allocating the physical allocation unit to the logical allocation
unit; and

a size of the physical allocation unit composing the initial
allocation region is equal to or less than a size of the physical
allocation unit composing the reallocation region.
(Supplementary Note 11)

A computer-readable recording medium that records a
storage region providing program comprising instructions for
causing an information processing device to provide a physi-
cal region that is a physical storage region of a storage device
as a logical region that is a virtual storage region,

wherein the storage region providing program comprises
instructions for causing the information processing device to
realize:

a writing request acceptance unit configured to accept a
writing request including data and partial logical region
specification information for specifying a partial logical
region that is part of the logical region;

an allocation determination unit configured to determine
whether part of the physical region is already allocated
to the partial logical region specified by the partial logi-
cal region specification information included in the
accepted writing request;

an initial allocation unit configured to, in a case that part of
the physical region is not yet allocated to the partial
logical region specified by the partial logical region
specification information included in the accepted writ-
ing request, allocate at least part of an initial allocation
region of the physical region to the partial logical region;

a data writing unit configured to store the data included in
the accepted writing request into a partial physical
region that is part of the physical region and is allocated
to the partial logical region specified by the partial logi-
cal region specification information included in the writ-
ing request; and

a reallocation unit configured to move data stored in the
partial physical region included in the initial allocation
region to a movement destination region that is at least
part of a reallocation region that is other than the initial
allocation region of the physical region, and reallocate
the movement destination region to the partial logical
region with the partial physical region allocated.

(Supplementary Note 12)

The recording medium according to supplementary note
11, wherein:

the storage region providing program comprises instruc-
tions for further causing the information processing device to
realize a retrieval request acceptance unit configured to
accept a retrieval request including partial logical region
specification information for specifying a partial logical
region that is part of the logical region and is a continuous
region in the logical region; and

the reallocation unit is configured to, in a case that a partial
physical region, which is part of the physical region and
allocated to the partial logical region specified by the partial

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

18

logical region specification information included in the
accepted retrieval request, is included in the initial allocation
region, acquire a size of the partial logical region and deter-
mine the movement destination region so that the movement
destination region is continuous over the acquired size.
(Supplementary Note 13)

The recording medium according to supplementary note
11 or 12, wherein:

the physical region is composed of a plurality of physical
allocation units;

the logical region is composed of a plurality of logical
allocation units;

the storage region providing program comprises instruc-
tions for causing the information processing device to allo-
cate part of the physical region to part of the logical region by
allocating the physical allocation unit to the logical allocation
unit; and

a size of the physical allocation unit composing the initial
allocation region is equal to or less than a size of the physical
allocation unit composing the reallocation region.
(Supplementary Note 14)

A storage region providing device configured to provide a
physical region that is a physical storage region of a storage
device as a logical region that is a virtual storage region, the
storage region providing device comprising:

a writing request acceptance means configured to accept a
writing request including data and partial logical region
specification information for specifying a partial logical
region that is part of the logical region;

an allocation determination means configured to determine
whether part of the physical region is already allocated to the
partial logical region specified by the partial logical region
specification information included in the accepted writing
request;

an initial allocation means configured to, in a case that part
of'the physical region is not yet allocated to the partial logical
region specified by the partial logical region specification
information included in the accepted writing request, allocate
at least part of an initial allocation region of the physical
region to the partial logical region;

a data writing means configured to store the data included
in the accepted writing request into a partial physical region
that is part of the physical region and is allocated to the partial
logical region specified by the partial logical region specifi-
cation information included in the writing request; and

a reallocation means configured to move data stored in the
partial physical region included in the initial allocation region
to a movement destination region that is at least part of a
reallocation region that is other than the initial allocation
region of the physical region, and reallocate the movement
destination region to the partial logical region with the partial
physical region allocated.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present invention is applicable to, for example, a disk
array device that provides a physical region that is a physical
storage region of a storage device as a logical region that is a
virtual storage region.

What is claimed is:

1. A storage region providing device configured to provide
aphysical region that is a physical storage region of a storage
device as a logical region that is a virtual storage region, the
storage region providing device comprising:

hardware, including a processor and a computer-readable

medium storing a computer program;
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a writing request acceptance unit configured to accept a
writing request including data and partial logical region
specification information for specifying a partial logical
region that is part of the logical region;

an allocation determination unit configured to determine
whether part of the physical region is already allocated
to the partial logical region specified by the partial logi-
cal region specification information included in the
accepted writing request;

an initial allocation unit configured to, in a case that part of
the physical region is not yet allocated to the partial
logical region specified by the partial logical region
specification information included in the accepted writ-
ing request, allocate at least part of an initial allocation
region of the physical region to the partial logical region;

a data writing unit configured to store the data included in
the accepted writing request into a partial physical
region that is part of the physical region and is allocated
to the partial logical region specified by the partial logi-
cal region specification information included in the writ-
ing request;

a reallocation unit configured to move data stored in the
partial physical region included in the initial allocation
region to a movement destination region that is at least
part of a reallocation region that is other than the initial
allocation region of the physical region, and reallocate
the movement destination region to the partial logical
region with the partial physical region allocated; and

a retrieval request acceptance unit configured to accept a
retrieval request including partial logical region specifi-
cation information for specifying a partial logical region
that is part of the logical region and is a continuous
region in the logical region,

wherein the reallocation unit is configured to, in a case that
a partial physical region, which is part of the physical
region and allocated to the partial logical region speci-
fied by the partial logical region specification informa-
tion included in the accepted retrieval request, is
included in the initial allocation region, acquire a size of
the partial logical region and determine the movement
destination region so that the movement destination
region is continuous over the acquired size,

wherein functionality of each unit is realized by execution
of the computer program by the processor.

2. The storage region providing device according to claim

wherein:

the physical region is composed of a plurality of physical
allocation units;

the logical region is composed of a plurality of logical
allocation units;

the storage region providing device is configured to allo-
cate part of the physical region to part of the logical
region by allocating the physical allocation unit to the
logical allocation unit; and

a size of the physical allocation unit composing the initial
allocation region is equal to or less than a size of the
physical allocation unit composing the reallocation
region.

3. The storage region providing device according to claim

wherein:

the reallocation region includes a plurality of reallocation
partial regions each composed of the physical allocation
unit, and a size of the physical allocation unit is different
depending on the reallocation partial regions; and

the reallocation unit is configured to, in a case that the
partial physical region allocated to the partial logical
region specified by the partial logical region specifica-
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tion information included in the accepted retrieval
request is included in the initial allocation region, select
one of the plurality of reallocation partial regions based
on a size of the partial logical region, and reallocate at
least part of the selected reallocation partial region to the
partial logical region.
4. The storage region providing device according to claim
2, comprising an allocation information storage unit config-
ured to store logical allocation unit identification information
for identifying the logical allocation unit and physical allo-
cation unit identification information for identifying the
physical allocation unit allocated to the logical allocation unit
so as to be related to each other,
wherein the allocation determination unit is configured to,
in a case that the physical allocation unit identification
information is stored so as to be related to the logical
allocation unit identification information for identitying
the logical allocation unit composing the partial logical
region, determine that part of the physical region is
already allocated to the partial logical region.
5. The storage region providing device according to claim
2, comprising an initial allocation information storage unit
configured to store logical allocation unit identification infor-
mation for identifying the logical allocation unit and initial
allocation information representing whether the physical
allocation unit allocated to the logical allocation unit is
included in the initial allocation region so as to be related to
each other,
wherein the reallocation unit is configured to, in a case that
the initial allocation information representing that the
physical allocation unit allocated to the logical alloca-
tion unit is included in the initial allocation region is
stored in the initial allocation information storage unit so
as to be related to the logical allocation unit identifica-
tion information for identifying the logical allocation
unit composing the partial logical region, determine that
the partial physical region allocated to the partial logical
region is included in the initial allocation region.
6. The storage region providing device according to claim
1, wherein:
the physical region is configured by storage regions of a
plurality of storage devices each having a different ran-
dom retrieval speed depending on the storage devices,
the random retrieval speed being a speed of retrieval of
data from a plurality of partial regions located at ran-
dom, and
the initial allocation region is configured by a storage
region of the storage device having the highest random
retrieval speed among the plurality of storage devices.
7. A storage region providing method for providing a
physical region that is a physical storage region of a storage
device as a logical region that is a virtual storage region, the
storage region providing method comprising:
accepting a writing request including data and partial logi-
cal region specification information for specifying a par-
tial logical region that is part of the logical region;
determining whether part of the physical region is already
allocated to the partial logical region specified by the
partial logical region specification information included
in the accepted writing request;
in a case that part of the physical region is not yet allocated
to the partial logical region specified by the partial logi-
cal region specification information included in the
accepted writing request, allocating at least part of an
initial allocation region of the physical region to the
partial logical region;
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storing the data included in the accepted writing request
into a partial physical region that is part of the physical
region and is allocated to the partial logical region speci-
fied by the partial logical region specification informa-
tion included in the writing request;
moving data stored in the partial physical region included
in the initial allocation region to a movement destination
region that is at least part of a reallocation region that is
other than the initial allocation region of the physical
region, and reallocating the movement destination
region to the partial logical region with the partial physi-
cal region allocated;
accepting a retrieval request including partial logical
region specification information for specifying a partial
logical region that is part of the logical region and is a
continuous region in the logical region; and
in a case that a partial physical region, which is part of the
physical region and allocated to the partial logical region
specified by the partial logical region specification infor-
mation included in the accepted retrieval request, is
included in the initial allocation region, acquiring a size
of the partial logical region and determining the move-
ment destination region so that the movement destina-
tion region is continuous over the acquired size.
8. The storage region providing method according to claim
7, wherein:
the physical region is composed of a plurality of physical
allocation units;
the logical region is composed of a plurality of logical
allocation units;
the storage region providing method comprises allocating
part of the physical region to part of the logical region by
allocating the physical allocation unit to the logical allo-
cation unit; and
a size of the physical allocation unit composing the initial
allocation region is equal to or less than a size of the
physical allocation unit composing the reallocation
region.
9. A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
that records a storage region providing program comprising
instructions for causing an information processing device to

provide a physical region that is a physical storage region of

a storage device as a logical region that is a virtual storage
region,
wherein the storage region providing program comprises
instructions for causing the information processing
device to realize:

a writing request acceptance unit configured to accept a
writing request including data and partial logical
region specification information for specifying a par-
tial logical region that is part of the logical region;

anallocation determination unit configured to determine
whether part of the physical region is already allo-
cated to the partial logical region specified by the
partial logical region specification information
included in the accepted writing request;
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an initial allocation unit configured to, in a case that part
of'the physical region is not yet allocated to the partial
logical region specified by the partial logical region
specification information included in the accepted
writing request, allocate at least part of an initial allo-
cation region of the physical region to the partial
logical region;

a data writing unit configured to store the data included
in the accepted writing request into a partial physical
region that is part of the physical region and is allo-
cated to the partial logical region specified by the
partial logical region specification information
included in the writing request;

a reallocation unit configured to move data stored in the
partial physical region included in the initial alloca-
tion region to a movement destination region that is at
least part of a reallocation region that is other than the
initial allocation region of the physical region, and
reallocate the movement destination region to the par-
tial logical region with the partial physical region
allocated; and

aretrieval request acceptance unit configured to accept a
retrieval request including partial logical region
specification information for specifying a partial logi-
cal region that is part of the logical region and is a
continuous region in the logical region,

wherein the reallocation unit is configured to, in a case that

a partial physical region, which is part of the physical

region and allocated to the partial logical region speci-

fied by the partial logical region specification informa-
tion included in the accepted retrieval request, is
included in the initial allocation region, acquire a size of
the partial logical region and determine the movement
destination region so that the movement destination
region is continuous over the acquired size,

wherein functionality of each unit is realized by execution
of the storage region providing program by a processor
of the information processing device.

10. The non-transitory recording medium according to

claim 9, wherein:

the physical region is composed of a plurality of physical
allocation units;

the logical region is composed of a plurality of logical
allocation units;

the storage region providing program comprises instruc-
tions for causing the information processing device to
allocate part of the physical region to part of the logical
region by allocating the physical allocation unit to the
logical allocation unit; and

a size of the physical allocation unit composing the initial
allocation region is equal to or less than a size of the
physical allocation unit composing the reallocation
region.



